FOLIAS DUO - 2020 Program Bio
Folias Duo has been praised as “facile players
who draw on tango rhythms and melodies
sometimes, at other times they write with a
scenic sensitivity” (Fanfare Magazine) and
“daring in self-written music” (American
Record Guide).
Flutist Carmen Maret and guitarist Andrew
Bergeron of the Folias Duo are a married couple
whose unique interpersonal performercomposer collaboration of seventeen years
breathes new life into classical music. Folias
Duo melds characteristics of European classical
music with jazz, world music, and the art of
improvisation. The rhythms, contours, and
textures of their meticulously crafted and scenic
music continue to test the technical and sonic limitations of the intimate flute and guitar combination.
Based in Grand Rapids, Michigan, Folias Duo has performed on stages throughout the United States,
South America, and Europe. Folias Duo’s self-booked 2019 summer tour included twenty concert
performances throughout the western United States, while recent Michigan performance highlights
include the Grand Rapids Community College International Guitar Series, where they presented their first
flute and guitar concerto, the Scarab Club Chamber Music Series in Detroit, where they performed their own
arrangement of Astor Piazzolla’s Angel Suite for flute, guitar, and string quartet, and performances on the
Grand Rapids Art Museum’s Classical Series.
Folias Duo has produced and released seven albums of original compositions and arrangements,
including five albums on the Blue Griffin Recording label in 2004-2014. More recently they released
Dreaming to Live (2017) and Delicate Omens (2019) on their own Folias Music label.
National parks and forests throughout the United States continue to inspire Folias Duo’s compositions
and live shows which create a contemplative state of being and ask listeners to ponder their place within
the environment. In 2007, Folias Duo was chosen Artists-in-Residence for Isle Royale National Park, in
2012 and 2015 they gave concerts in the North Cascades National Park and in 2005 they composed music
about Big Bend National Park for their Marufo Vega album. In the last four years, they started a yearly DIY
music residency, composing in rustic national forest cabins in Colorado, Iowa, Ontario and Oregon.
Carmen Maret and Andrew Bergeron earned Master of Music degrees from Michigan State University
and Bachelor of Music degrees from the University of Missouri-Kansas City and Grand Valley State
University. Now, with over twenty-five years combined experience as educators and entrepreneurs,
Carmen Maret and Andrew Bergeron continue to nurture the growth of countless young musicians. They
teach private lessons in flute, guitar, and composition and courses in music theory, music history, and
music business at three west Michigan colleges along with developing their own Folias Music school.
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